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EVENTS 

REMINDERS 

CAUGHT A TAGGED LOBSTER                  
OR JONAH CRAB? 

 
Call/text office at 603-828-9342                      

tagging line at 774-251-9454.                      

Email at heidi@offshorelobster.org 

Please report: Tag #, date, and location.            

Carapace size (or a photo next to a gauge),        

egg & vnotch status also helpful. 

Lobsters are tagged with yellow tbars.      

Crabs have orange knuckle or green tbars. 

MONUMENT COMMENTS 

The Dept. of Interior is accepting public 

comments until July 10th about the North-

east Canyons and Seamounts Marine Na-

tional Monument. See details on page 9. 

THANK YOU 

 to the companies that have donated to the 

Association’s monument legal fund 

INVOICES BY EMAIL 

Members or Associate Members interested 

in receiving invoices by email instead of   

traditional mail, please let Heidi know. 

PFD TESTING EXPANDS 

 Researchers will be dockside in MA and 

ME ports the week of July 24th signing up 

lobstermen to test and help redesign PFDs.  

ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

August 1 - 3 

The Westin, Alexandria, VA 

MID-ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

August 8 - 10 

Courtyard Marriott, Philadelphia, PA 

Save the Date:  

WORKING WATERFRONT FESTIVAL 

September 23 

Steamship Pier and Fishing Heritage Center, New Bedford 
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Lobster & Bait Management 

LOBSTER BOARD: The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission’s Lobster Board met in May, primarily to con-

sider management actions in Southern New England. 

After much discussion and realization that fishery manage-

ment can’t correct climate induced distribution changes, 

the Board decided on a 5% egg production increase, to be 

achieved using any combination of trap cuts, season clo-

sures, and/or gauge changes. They also decide against a 

demarcation line in Area 3, meaning that management ac-

tions will continue to apply equally across all of Area 

3.  Further details can be found in ASMFC’s press release 

below. 

After the Lobster Board meeting, the LCMTs had until June 

15th to select management measures and provide plans to 

the Commission to achieve the increased egg production 

goal. These plans will be reviewed during a Technical Com-

mittee  (TC) conference call later this month and the TC’s 

analysis of plans will be presented to the Lobster Board in 

August. At that time the Board will finalize management 

measures and set the implementation schedule.   

The Area 3 LCMT met in early June and provided the Com-

mission with the comments printed on the page 5. It is 

more than likely that the ongoing Area 3 trap cuts alone 

will be sufficient to address the 5% increase in egg produc-

tion target, however we will need to continue to work with 

NMFS to correct trap cap inconsistencies between the 

Commission and Federal plans. 

HERRING and SKATE BAIT:  Related to bait, the Commis-

sion’s Herring Section also convened in May and approved 

management measures intended to stabilize the rate of 

catch in the fishery and better distribute the seasonal quo-

ta throughout the June through September period (see 

press release next page). 

The New England Fishery Management Council is also 

acting to correct issues underlying the de facto skate bait 

fishery closure last winter. The Skate Committee presented 

to the Council at their late June meeting a draft framework 

with three alternatives:  1) Status Quo, 2) A reduced trip 

possession limit from 25,000 lbs. to 12,000 lbs. for the en-

tire winter season, which should keep the fishery just at or 

below the catch cap 3) No change to the possession limit, 

but a higher in-season management trigger with a 9,307 lbs 

possession limit after a reduction is triggered. The Council 

selected the second option (press release next page); regu-

lations should be in place ahead of this winter’s fishery. 

 

 

 

 

The Commission’s American Lobster Management Board 

approved moving forward with the goal of increasing egg 

production for the Southern New England (SNE) stock of 

American lobster by 5%. This increase in egg production 

can be achieved through a suite of management tools in-

cluding gauge size changes, trap reductions, and seasonal 

closures. The recreational fishery is only subject to chang-

es in the gauge size should any be proposed. In making its 

decision, the Board took into consideration the extensive 

public comment, which overwhelmingly supported status 

quo, and the fact that stock declines are largely a result of 

climatic changes, including increasing water temperatures 

over the last 15 years. 

The next step in the process will be for the Lobster Conser-

vation Management Teams (LCMTs) in Areas 2, 3, 4, 5 and 

6 to develop area-specific proposals on how to achieve the 

5% increase in egg production. As established through 

Amendment 3 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan 

for American Lobster, LCMTs are composed of lobster in-

dustry members who are charged with recommending area

-specific measures for Board consideration and approval. 

The LCMT proposals will be submitted for Technical Com-

mittee review in June and Board consideration in August. 

Once area-specific measures have been approved, the 

Board will consider final approval of Addendum XXV. 

In its deliberation on the SNE lobster stock, the Board dis-

cussed the need to consider changes to the current man-

agement goals and reference points, noting changes in the 

marine environment may limit the ability to rebuild the stock 

to levels seen in the 1990s. The Board will continue to dis-

cuss these issues, particularly as the Commission’s Cli-

mate Change Work Group develops recommendations re-

garding the management of stocks impacted by changing 

climate conditions. 

Board Approves 5% Increase in 

Egg Production for the SNE       

Lobster Stock  May 10, ASMFC 



 

The Commission’s Atlantic Herring Section approved Adden-

dum I to Amendment 3 of the Interstate Fishery Management 

Plan for Atlantic Herring. The Addendum includes manage-

ment measures intended to stabilize the rate of catch in the 

Area 1A fishery and distribute the seasonal quota throughout 

Trimester 2 (June through September), which has 72.8 % of 

the season’s allocation. The following measures were ap-

proved by the Section: 

Days Out Program - The Section will separately address days 

out provisions for federal herring Category A vessels and ves-

sels with a federal herring Category C or D permit. 

In addition to landing restrictions associated with the days out 

program, Category A vessels are now prohibited from pos-

sessing herring caught from Area 1A during a day out of the 

fishery. 

Small-mesh bottom trawl vessels with a Category C or D per-

mit will notify states of their intent tofish in Area 1A prior to 

June 1st. 

Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts will make days out 

decisions by consensus. If a consensus cannot be reached, 

then the default landing day scenario will be zero landing days. 

Weekly Landing Limit  - The Addendum implements a weekly 

harvester landing limit for vessels with a Category A permit. 

The weekly limit will be adjusted throughout the fishing season 

based on effort. Forty-five days prior to the start of the fishing 

season, Category A vessels will notify states of their intent to 

fish in Area 1A, including a specification of gear type. This will 

provide states with an estimate of effort to calculate the weekly 

landing limit. For the 2017 fishing season, the notification date 

is set at May 23rd. 

New Fishery Management Plan Tools—The following 

measures may be considered as potential management tools 

prior to the start of the fishing year: 

Herring caught in Area 1A can only be landed by the respec-

tive harvester vessel (i.e. no carrier vessels) 

Herring carrier vessels are limited to receiving at-sea transfers 

from one harvester vessel per week and landing once per 24-

hour period 

State Landing Report—NOAA Fisheries has granted access 

to vessel monitoring system-submitted daily catch report data 

for select staff in Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

This will provide real-time data for the states to implement a 

weekly landing limit. Therefore, the implementation of a state 

landing report is not necessary at this time. The Section will 

include the option to implement a state landing report as part of 

the interstate fishery management program if it becomes nec-

essary at a future date.  

 

Atlantic Herring Section Approves 

Addendum I  May 9, ASMFC 

Council Approves Framework 

4 to Adjust Skate Bait Fishery 
June 21, NEFMC 

The New England Fishery Management Council today 

approved Framework Adjustment 4 to the Northeast 

Skate Complex Fishery Management Plan (FMP). The 

framework revises the threshold trigger and possession 

limits in the skate bait fishery. The measures are ex-

pected to help keep the bait fishery open throughout the 

fishing year while minimizing the risk of fishermen ex-

ceeding their annual total allowable landings (TAL) limit. 

The framework also effectively eliminates the link be-

tween the skate wing fishery and the skate bait fishery 

regarding incidental possession limits. This move was 

requested by industry since the two fisheries operate 

very differently. 

During the 2016 fishing year, the bait fishery was subject 

to an essential closure when the incidental possession 

limit was implemented in Season 3 and then was further 

reduced to 1,135 pounds to match the whole weight 

equivalent of the 500-pound limit imposed on the skate 

wing. This made it uneconomical to pursue the bait fish-

ery. Once approved and implemented by the National 

Marine Fisheries Service, 

Framework 4 will: 

• Give the bait fishery its own incidental limits; 

• Keep the commercial bait per-trip possession limit at 

25,000 pounds for Seasons 1 and 2 with a 90% trig-

ger, meaning when 90% of the seasonal TAL is pro-

jected to be reached, the bait fishery will be subject 

to an 8,000-pound incidental limit unless the annual 

TAC is not expected to be achieved; 

• Reduce the possession limit in Season 3 to 12,000 

pounds and impose an 80% TAL trigger unless the 

annual TAL is not expected to be achieved; and 

• As a hard backstop, close the fishery when 100% of 

the annual TAL is projected to be reached. 

The Council approved Framework 4 based on a recom-

mendation from its Skate Committee, which considered 

input from industry members in developing the new 

measures. Skate bait fishermen proposed the 12,000-

pound Season 3 possession limit as a compromise to 

enhance the likelihood of keeping the fishery open at a 

lower but still functional level during the final portion of 

the fishing year. Committee members considered the 

provision to close the fishery when 100% of the TAL is 

reached to be an important safeguard against the TAL 

being exceeded. 
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LCMT 3 SNE PLAN SUBMITTED TO ASMFC - June 15, 2017 

Dear Megan, 

The Area 3 Lobster Conservation Management Team met 

on June 14, 2017 in person at the MADMF office in New 

Bedford, MA and via conference call. 

The following LCMT members were in attendance: Grant 

Moore – Chair, Peter Brown, Marc Palombo, and Roy Cam-

panale (phone). The following additional Area 3 lobster-

men were in attendance: Dick Allen (representing Shafmas-

ter Fishing). The following support staff were in attend-

ance: David Borden – Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Assn. 

(AOLA) and ASMFC, Dan McKiernan – MA Division of Ma-

rine Fisheries (MADMF) and ASMFC, Tracy Pugh – MADMF 

and ASMFC’s Lobster Technical Committee (phone), Heidi 

Henninger – AOLA (phone).  

The Area 3 Lobster Conservation Management Team offers 

the following Addendum XXV management plan by consen-

sus: 

Area 3 will complete a 25% trap allocation reduction as 

approved in Addendum XVIII.  Trap reductions of 5% per 

annum were taken in fishing years 2016 and 2017.  As cur-

rently scheduled, there will be three more years (2018, 

2019, 2020) of 5% annual reductions. The Technical Com-

mittee’s analysis indicates that these trap reductions will 

exceed the 5% increased egg production target (Addendum 

XXV for Public Comment, page 17).   

Related to the concern that this trap reduction plan, in 

combination with transferability, does not effectively re-

move active effort, we note that there are complexities 

with multi-area permits, the market for traps, and opera-

tional constraints that all serve to draw down the amount 

of potential fishing effort inherent in shelved permits and 

traps.  The Rhode Island Lobstermen’s Association’s Adden-

dum XXV comment letter provide a series of insightful ex-

amples.  

Further, we strongly urge NOAA Fisheries to complete their 

Addendum XXI rulemaking, to align the federal trap cap 

with the ASMFC’s plan.  The federal cap is currently static, 

whereas the ASMFC’s plan reduces the maximum permit 

and ownership trap caps annually.  For further description, 

we have attached a letter that the Atlantic Offshore Lob-

stermen’s Association submitted to NOAA NMFS GARFO on 

this issue. 

The LCMT also discussed the provisions approved at the 

last Board meeting and resolved by consensus the follow-

ing: 

Issue 1 – Target Increase in Egg Production: The LCMT 

supports the Board’s decision to pursue a 5% increase in 

egg production.  

Issue 2 – Management Tools: As noted in our April com-

ments, the LCMT continues to supports “Option A, Man-

agement Tools Can Be Used Independently”. This option 

allows for much needed management flexibility to craft 

area specific plans that will meet the goals of this Adden-

dum.  

Issue 3 – Recreational Fishery: The LCMT does not have a 

preference on this issue.  

Issue 4 – Season Closures: The LCMT supports Option B 

with Sub-Option B, No Possession of Lobsters while fishing, 

most restrictive rule does not apply, with the addition of a 

bycatch allowance in the trap fisheries of 100 lobsters per 

day/500 lobsters per trip by count.  This will create equita-

bility between the trap and mobile gear fisheries.  

Issue 5 – Uniform Regulations: As noted in our April com-

ments, the LCMT continues to support “Option A, Regula-

tions Are Not Uniform Across LCMAs”.  

Issue 6 – Implementation of Management Measures in 

LCMA 3: As noted in our April comments, the LCMT contin-

ues to support “Option A: Maintain LCMA 3 as a Single Ar-

ea (Status Quo). 

Issue 7 - Management Action in De Minimis States: The 

LCMT does not have a preference on this issue.  

Sincerely, 

J. Grant Moore 

LCMT Area 3 Chair 



 



 

Dedicated to providing the best and latest in marine equipment.  

Engines, transmissions, generators, hardware and more. 

 

Factory-authorized sales and service dealership.                                                                                

Offering every major marine diesel engine and transmission. 

A 

Family owned and operated since 1947. 
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Coral Amendment & Monument Update 

CORAL AMENDMENT:  Since the last issue of Lobster Tales, the New England Fishery Management Council held public 

hearings and accepted public comments about their coral amendment (AOLA’s comments are copied on the next page).  

During that period, the NGO conservation lobby introduced a new alternative for the canyons/shelf break area, which 

defines a variable, but generally shallower, boundary but exempts both lobster and red crab pot fisheries. Despite con-

cerns about process, the Habitat Committee agreed to have the alternative analyzed by the Plan Development Team 

(PDT). 

At the late June Council meeting, the Committee reviewed the PDT’s analysis, which suggested that the NGO alternative 

could protect more coral, while allowing for the existing footprint of fishing if a few boundary tweaks were made.  The 

Committee passed a motion, which retains their previous preferred alternative for the shelf edge — a 600 meter (330 

fathom) zone with all gear, except for red crab, banned from fishing in deeper waters, but added on additional re-

strictions for mobile tending bottom gear, in line with the modified NGO alternative.  This new combined alternative has 

been remanded to the PDT for analysis.  To be clear, this new alternative does not make changes to the proposed lob-

ster fishing closure area, which remains seaward of 600 meters. 

Additional PDT analysis pushes final action back to at least September, however the Council did go ahead and select 

final preferred alternatives for Gulf of Maine areas, including no action (no closures) in offshore waters.  The only ger-

mane change they made was to identify the 114 fathom bump in Jordans Basin as an area of interest for further re-

search, likely to address NMFS’s concerns.  This area will stay open to fishing for now.  See press release on page 32. 

MONUMENT:  The Trump administration is in the process of reviewing all monuments established since 1996, including 

the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts National Marine Monument (see page 37 for media coverage).  As part of this 

review, the Department of Interior (DOI) is accepting public comments until July 10th (see next page for submission de-

tails).  The Association will be submitting comments shortly, which will be distributed to members via email.  The Pacific 

Legal Foundation, which is representing AOLA and four other fishing associations pro bono in a lawsuit against the mon-

ument, has already submitted lengthy comments on our behalf (see excerpt on page 12).  In addition, Reginal Fishery 

Councils and Congress are taking the opportunity to ask that management of fisheries in monuments (and sanctuaries) 

always be under the jurisdiction of Councils and NMFS (see page 13 for an example). 

The lawsuit being pursued by PLF on behalf of fishing interests is essentially on pause until results of the DOI’s review is 

complete.  The review process could result in repeal of the monument, changes to the boundaries, changes to regula-

tions within the area, or no changes at all.  If any action is taken by the Administration it will be the first time a presiden-

cy has used Antiquities Act authority to modify or repeal actions taken by prior Presidents.  This is sure to trigger legal 

challenges, which could take years to resolve. 

Charlie Symonds                       P.O. Box 83 

Fax: (978) 768-1168 Tel: (978) 768-6055 
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Dear Tom, 

I’m writing on behalf of the members of the Atlantic Off-

shore Lobstermen’s Association to submit comments on 

the “Draft Omnibus Deep-Sea Coral Amendment” alterna-

tives.  

Inshore and Offshore Gulf of Maine – We question the 

need for yet more closure areas in the Gulf of Maine. Draw-

ing discrete boundaries to protect a single species group/

habitat feature ignores the complexity and dynamism in-

herent to marine ecosystems and domestic fishing fleets. 

However, should the Council opt for an action alternative, 

the Association supports the Council’s preferred inshore 

and offshore Gulf of Maine alternatives and the closure 

boundaries approved for analysis on April 18th.  The Associ-

ation feels strongly that fixed lobster gear be exempt from 

regulations, because of the severe economic impacts of 

trap closures in these regions.  If it becomes necessary to 

close additional areas in the Gulf of Maine, we urge the 

Council to select options that minimize the size of the clo-

sures to reduce impacts on the mobile and fixed gear fish-

ing fleets.   

Continental Slope/Canyons – The Association supports the 

Council’s preferred alternative of a bottom-tending gear 

closure zone boundary of 600 meters minimum depth with 

an exemption for vessels currently permitted in the deep-

sea red crab fishery. This alternative is consistent with NO-

AA’s guidance to freeze the footprint of current fishing, and 

it protects most the corals, as documented by NOAA’s Deep

-Sea Coral Database (70-90% of coral sightings below 640 

meters). As repeatedly noted during the marine monument 

debate process, areas of the continental slope have been 

labeled as “pristine” by the conservation community, de-

spite 40 years of bottom fishing.  We feel strongly that the 

Council should reject efforts to limit bottom tending gear in 

waters shallower than 600 meters or in discrete canyon 

areas without further evidence of coral presence and im-

pacts on those corals by bottom tending gear. 

As we have noted before, area closures have far reaching 

impacts beyond simply displacing vessels; these include 

societal and economic impacts on coastal communities, 

gear conflicts, and encounters with bycatch and protected 

species. Despite what some in the conservation community 

espouse, there is little place for a displaced fisherman to go 

that will maintain productivity, while avoiding gear conflict, 

bycatch, and protected resources. 

Finally, while we realize the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manage-

ment Council utilized different General Counsel advice 

when it opted to exempt lobster gear from its coral amend-

ment, we have concerns that inclusion of lobster gear in a 

New England coral plan could be found discriminatory un-

der  

National Standard 4.  NOAA General Counsel has provided 

legal advice on numerous occasions, on a range of different 

species, that generally supports the concept that all similar-

ly licensed federal permit holds need to be treated in a sim-

ilar fashion.   

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, 

J. Grant Moore 

Monument Comments Due by July 10th  

I encourage anyone directly or indirectly impacted by the fishing closures in the Monument to comment. The 

easiest way to comment is to attach a short cover letter to all previous comments you submitted to NOAA 

and/or the previous Administration and submit the full packet.    

Comments may be submitted online  at http://www.regulations.gov by entering “DOI-2017-0002” in the 

Search bar and clicking “Search,” or by mail to Monument Review, MS-1530, U.S. Department of the      

Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20240 
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Dear Secretary Zinke: 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

The Antiquities Act of 1906 has the laudable goal of pro-

tecting important landmarks, artifacts, and other objects of 

historic and scientific interest on federal land. Unfortunate-

ly, recent Presidents have abused their power to designate 

monuments that are clearly beyond the statute’s reach—

often over the objections of state and local officials, ex-

perts, and the communities affected by the designation.  

The most glaring, recent example of Antiquities Act abuse 

is the designation of the Northeast Canyons and Sea-

mounts Marine National Monument, an area of the Atlantic 

Ocean more than 130 miles from the nation’s coast roughly 

the size of Connecticut. The Antiquities Act expressly limits 

monument designation to “land owned or controlled by the 

Federal Government”—which excludes designations of 

distant ocean referred to in 1906 as the “high seas.” As 

with many other abusive designations, this monument was 

established over the objections of state governments, the 

fishermen whose jobs depend on a healthy fishery, and 

regulators who say it will undermine their efforts to ensure 

the fishery’s sustainability.  

The Department of Interior should acknowledge that the 

Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monu-

ment violates the Antiquities Act and recommend that the 

President revoke it. It clearly conflicts with the policies set 

out in the President’s Executive Order, as President 

Obama ignored the concerns of stakeholders, the designa-

tion is inconsistent with the requirements and original ob-

jectives of the Antiquities Act, and it undermines economic 

growth and the needs of communities dependent on that 

growth. At a minimum, this huge monument should be sub-

stantially shrunk to mitigate the harm it does to sustainable 

fishery regulation.  

 

SUMMARY OF CONCERNS: 

I. The Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine Na-

tional Monument violates the Antiquities Act. 

A. The Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine 

National Monument is not located on federal land 

B. The ocean is not “owned or controlled 

by the Federal government” 

C. The monument is not “confined to the smallest 

area compatible with the proper care and manage-

ment of the object to be protected” 

II. The designation was made over the objection of state 

and local governments and threatens to undermine sus-

tainable fishing 

III. The President can and should revoke the illegal North-

east Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument  

A. There is a strong presumption that the power to 

make a decision includes the power to reconsider it 

B. Congress has not indicated that the presump-

tion does not apply to the Antiquities Act 

C. The argument against the President’s power to 

revoke illegal monument designations leads to ab-

surd results 

 

CONCLUSION:  

President Obama violated the Antiquities Act by designat-

ing 5,000-square miles of ocean as the Northeast Canyons 

and Seamounts Marine National Monument. This huge 

designation plainly conflicts with the statute’s limitation that 

monuments may only be declared on “land owned or con-

trolled by the Federal Government.” Beyond its apparent 

illegality, the designation is bad policy, as it undermines 

sustainable fishing regulation and was made over the ob-

jection of state and local governments, regulators, and the 

fishermen whose livelihoods depend on a sustainable fish-

ery. Considering the policies set out in the President’s ex-

ecutive order the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Ma-

rine National Monument should be revoked. Failing that, 

the boundaries should be reduced and the fishing re-

strictions relaxed to mitigate its adverse impacts on sus-

tainable fishery regulation. 

  

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

JONATHAN WOOD, 

Pacific Legal Foundation 

        

 

The following is an excerpt from the 20 page      
monument comment letter submitted to the Dept. 
of the Interior on behalf of the Atlantic Offshore 
Lobstermen's Assn., Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Assn., Long Island Commercial Fishing Assn., Gar-
den State Seafood Assn., and the Rhode Island 
Fishermen’s Alliance. Contact Heidi if you would 

like a copy of the full comment letter. 



 

Dear Mr. President, 

We urge you to change the access 

rules governing the Northeast Can-

yons and Seamounts National Monu-

ment to guarantee the fishing rights of 

both recreational and commercial fish-

ermen. We urge you to lift any re-

strictions on fishing and return fisher-

ies management to the regional fisher-

ies management councils. 

Misusing the authority of the Antiqui-

ties Act, President Obama unilaterally, 

without any consent from Congress or 

local stakeholders, designated the 

Northeast Canyons and Seamounts 

National Monument about 130 miles 

off the coast of Cape Cod. This desig-

nation has prohibited commercial fish-

ing in more than 4,900 square miles of 

ocean, or about an area the size of 

Connecticut. The rules governing the 

Monument prohibit all commercial fish-

ing in the area except for lobster and 

red crab fishing which are exempt from 

the regulation for seven years. While 

recreational fishing is currently mini-

mally impacted by the Monument des-

ignation there is concern that the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration (NOAA) stated, last year, 

that future restrictions and permit re-

quirements may be necessary for the 

recreational sector. The recreational 

sector is also prohibited from anchor-

ing anywhere within the boundaries of 

the Monument which has the potential 

to severally impact traditional recrea-

tional fishing activities.  

For what sensible purpose does the 

federal government wall off a massive 

section of ocean and prohibit its use by 

American citizens?  

The United States has one of the most 

highly regulated, most sustainable, 

and environmentally friendly fisheries 

systems in the world. By closing  

off this robust fishery we are ensuring 

that Americans will be eating more 

seafood from countries that aren't as 

responsible as us. We will be enriching 

the fishing fleets of Asian and Europe-

an nations, including those hostile to 

American interests.  

The Magnuson-Stevens Act, which 

governs our fisheries, is designed to 

ensure sustainable fisheries resources 

while also producing a maximum sus-

tainable yield for our fishermen. NOAA 

fisheries and the regional management 

councils have taken strong measures 

to reduce the catch of overfished 

stocks, many times to the detriment of 

local fishermen. The regional councils 

are more than capable of preserving 

our natural resources while at the 

same time allowing our fisherman to 

make a living. We should not have to 

choose between the livelihoods of our 

fishermen and the health of our fisher-

ies. There is a balance that we are 

required by law to meet, and when that 

balance starts to shift too far to the 

side of the fisheries we start to see 

drastic consequences in our coastal 

communities.  

The closing of over 4,900 square miles 

of ocean to commercial fishing doesn’t 

just have the potential to put commer-

cial fishermen out of business but also 

damages entire communities. The lo-

cal retail and restaurant industry in 

many communities is entirely depend-

ent on a robust fishing economy. Many 

of these small businesses will inevita-

bly be damaged by this monument 

designation. It is time that we put 

American fishermen first and restore 

their access to the fisheries that they 

have been responsibly fishing for gen-

eration.  

We thank you for your leadership and 

look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

Tom MacArthur, Andy Harris, Frank 

LoBiondo, Aumua Amata Colemen 

Radewagen, David Rouzer, Lee Zeldin 

and Walter B. Jones -  Members of 

Congress. 
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Research Updates 

VENT STUDY: AOLA just wrapped up a collaboration with 

URI and Fisheries Specialists to investigate different rec-

tangle vents sizes to optimize selectivity during mixed 

crustacean fishing.  The impetus for this project was RI 

lobstermen who prefer using rectangle vents for all fish-

ing, rather than switching from rectangle to circular.   

The URI team studied, first in the laboratory and then in 

fishery dependent field trials, the current regulated vent (5 

3/4” wide) as well as two experimental vents (3 1/2” and 3 

9/16” wide, respectively). Inshore, the team found that 

shorter vents increased retention of legal sized crabs and 

sublegal lobsters, but didn’t significantly change sublegal 

crab or legal lobster catch.  A final report will be available 

soon and shared via email. 

CRAB TAGGING: Work continues to tag 40,000 Jonah 

crabs across the region.  We are in need of vessels willing 

to take out a technician to tag crabs and collect data, es-

pecially in offshore GOM. Crews will be compensated for 

food costs and paid market value for all legal crabs that 

are tagged.   

Tags are being deployed in SNE, GB, and GOM, so every-

one should be on the lookout for tagged crabs, as well as 

lobsters that were tagged previously in the Georges Bank 

area.  Call or text Heidi with recapture reports, including 

tag number, date, and location. Carapace size (or a photo 

next to a gauge), egg & vnotch status also helpful. Crabs 

have orange knuckle or green tbars. Lobsters are tagged 

with yellow tbars.       

LOBSTER TAGGING:  We were recently awarded grant 

funds through NOAA’s Saltonstall-Kennedy program to 

expand lobster tagging in the Georges Bank/Gulf of Maine  

stock.  We will be working with ME and NH state biologists 

to deploy up to 15,000 additional tags to investigate mi-

gration and growth.  This project will start later this year 

or early 2018, pending the award administration process, 

and run for two years.  Unfortunately, a similar project for 

SNE was not funded by NOAA’s Climate Impacts on Fisher-

ies Program, but we are investigating other funding 

sources. 

JUVENILE LOBSTER HABITAT:  Big thanks to those who 

worked with Burton Shank to make habitat surveying suc-

cessful in Alvin Canyon.  What follows is a summary from 

Burton. You can also read more online at https://

www.nefsc.noaa.gov/press_release/pr2017/features/

lobster-surveys-2017/ and see some images on page 22. 

Prior to the survey, I had productive conversations with  

captains and / or owners that were extremely helpful for 

getting a sense of where and how much fixed gear was in 

the area and how conditions were out there ahead of 

time. Once on site, we were contacted by a captain, who 

conveyed the coordinates of their high-fliers within our 

study area. With these coordinates, we figured a general 

layout of their trawls and had no problem picking up our 

vehicle and flying over the groundlines whenever we got 

close. With some high winds and rough seas, we were only 

able to sample for ~11 hours but completed our planned 

survey of Alvin between 125m and 275m (~70-150 Fa), 

including ~60 nm of survey track, collecting ~250,000 im-

ages (see survey tracks below). 

Almost everything we saw was soft-bottom with only a few 

protruding rocks or patches of cobble. No juvenile lobsters 

were apparent while surveying. We'll have to take a closer 

look in the processed images. We only saw a handful of 

adult lobsters, mostly on the eastern side of the canyon in 

the deeper waters. There were lots of Jonah crabs, monk-

fish, flatfish, skates and dogfish. Burrows in the sediment 

were abundant and one of our tasks will be to see how 

well we can characterize different burrows and see who 

lives in them. Sea pens were abundant in the shallower 

area and we saw a couple patches of what look like hard 

coral (unconfirmed) in the deeper area. With no hard-

bottom habitat, soft corals were absent. Once we finish the 

scallop survey and can focus on processing the backlog of 

images, I'll try to get an image set up where fishermen can 

browse around as they like.  
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Just as US and Canadian lobster land-

ings seem to be breaking all the rec-

ords, settlement has been dipping to all

-time lows. The disconnect is causing a 

lot of people to scratch their heads. 

Harvests on both sides of the border 

have sustained an almost uninterrupted 

surge in abundance for more than a 

decade. By 2015, US harvests had 

nearly doubled since 2003, and since 

2000 for Canada, making for a com-

bined volume of 157 thousand metric 

tons (346 million lbs) with a value of 

$US1.48 billion. Fishery independent 

state and federal surveys leave no 

doubt that there have been real and 

dramatic increases in abundance. 

While the 2016 landings are still being 

tallied, if Maine’s impressive perfor-

mance is any indication, 2016 is likely 

to go down as another banner year 

both in volume and value. By all indica-

tions, the reproductive output of the 

American lobster population should be 

greater than ever, but for some reason 

it does not seem to be translating into 

record breaking settlement.  

This ALSI Update adds 2016’s settle-

ment numbers to our continuing time 

series of diver-based and bio-collector-

based sampling in New England and 

Atlantic Canada. In this update we also 

feature an analysis led by Joshua Car-

loni, of NH Dept. of Fish & Game, to 

take a closer look at what might be be-

hind the puzzling disconnect between 

what should be record-breaking larval 

production and the paltry settlement 

reports across the region.  

Settlement 2016: Young-of-year lob-

ster densities in 2016 continued a 

downward spiral. Many areas reported 

some of the lowest settlement on rec-

ord since monitoring began, and the list 

of areas reporting downturns seems to 

be growing. Working from south to 

north, the low numbers in southern 

New England have been the status quo 

for nearly a decade, but at least they 

remain steady in the face of persistent 

shell disease. In the Gulf of Maine, 

most monitoring sites from Beaver Har-

bour, NB, to Cape Cod Bay report 

some of the lowest settlement since the 

late 1990s or early 2000s. Collector-

based time series in Canada are rela-

tively short, so the long-term perspec-

tive isn’t possible. Lobster Bay and St. 

Mary’s Bay of southwest. 

Nova Scotia had a recent spike in 

2014, but have since fallen off. Settle-

ment along the eastern shore of Nova 

Scotia has been nil for the past 3-4 

years. It may be too early to tell, but in 

the southern Gulf of St. Lawrence, 

Prince Edward Island seems to be slid-

ing off its impressive surge that peaked 

in 2014.  

The Great Disconnect: The nagging 

mystery is why settlement would be so 

low when the brood stock is at record-

breaking highs. To dig deeper into this 

problem we examined a unique long-

term time series of lobster larval abun-

dance that bridges the gap between 

egg production and settlement. Larval 

samples have been collected annually 

by the environmental consultant, Nor-

mandeau Associates, Inc. since 1988 

as part of coastal impact studies for 

New Hampshire’s Seabrook Nuclear 

Power Station. They use a specialized 

plankton sampler called a neuston net 

designed to skim the sea surface 

where lobster larvae concentrate.  

The larval time series reveals the up-

ward trend in early stage larvae that we 

would expect from the growing num-

bers of adult lobsters evident both in 

commercial landings and NOAA trawl 

surveys. The disconnect comes soon 

thereafter. By the time larvae mature to 

the still-planktonic postlarval stage a 

couple weeks later, the trend has 

turned decidedly downward since 2007. 

We would naturally expect the numbers 

of stage I larvae to determine the abun-

dance postlarvae, but we found no cor-

relation. We did find, though, that annu-

al fluctuations in postlarvae at Sea-

brook strongly determine the abun-

dance of young-of-year settlers in our 

western Gulf of Maine ALSI study are-

as. With the exception of 1990, a year 

of exceptionally high postlarval num-

bers but low settlement, this was true 

even for mid-coast Maine, our longest 

standing ALSI time series, some 100 

nautical miles away from Seabrook. 

Our analysis indicates the correlation 

with Seabrook weakens for ALSI moni-

toring sites further east in the Gulf of 

Maine and south of Cape Cod.  

One interpretation of the disconnect 

between stage I larvae and postlarvae 

is that survival rates in the intermediate 

larval stages have been declining over 

the years despite burgeoning egg pro-

duction. Could it be that rising numbers 

of predators, or a shrinking food supply, 

or unfavorable currents are heightening 

losses of lobster larvae? One line of 

evidence hints that recent declines in 

zooplankton prey that lobster larvae eat 

may be a contributing factor. An inde-

pendent set of plankton tows conduct-

ed by Normandeau, also at Seabrook 

have recorded a decline in several spe-

cies of zooplankton in recent years. 

Over the 27 year time series we find a 

robust alignment between changes in 

postlarvae, young-of-year settlement, 

and the abundance of the copepod, 

Calanus finmarchicus, a key node of 

the Gulf of Maine’s planktonic food 

web. Is this a cause-effect relationship, 

or is something larger causing a de-

cline in both lobster larvae and cope-

pods?  

If we can generalize from this admitted-

ly limited larval data set, the take-away 

is that larval production seems to be 

doing just fine, rising with the historic 

surge in brood stock. But times seem to 

have been getting harder for larvae as 

they run the month-long gauntlet from 

hatch to settlement. Clearly, we need to 

better understand these linkages to 

know whether larval food supply could 

be a limiting factor in recruitment of 

Gulf of Maine lobster and the implica-

tions of these trends for the future of 

the fishery. Most importantly, this is a 

prime example of why spawner abun-

dance and egg production has been a 

notoriously poor predictor of recruit-

ment to so many fisheries, and why 

ALSI may be a useful bellwether for the 

future.  
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NEWS briefs 

Observer Sea Days 

MA Processing Bill 

NMFS has announced observer sea day assignments for 

fishing year 2017.  Days are assigned based on the need 

for bycatch data only. In other words, gears known to have 

limited bycatch, based on prior years’ data, are assigned 

the fewest sea days, even if the directed species (e.g. lob-

ster and Jonah crabs) are data poor.   

In response to a lawsuit, NMFS has been assigning sea 

days via a mathematical formula for the past few years 

(before that they used a combination of math and subjec-

tive decision making).  During the first years using the for-

mulaic approach, lobster was assigned a large number of 

days because of unknown groundfish bycatch rates and 

larger NOAA observer budgets. Observed trips on lobster 

vessels in those years documented little bycatch and now 

that those data are incorporated into the formulaic calcu-

lation, the fleet is receiving far fewer days.  

Lobster fleet observer cover will be so low this year that 

there may be NO multiday offshore trips observed. 

FY 2017 Sea Days 

Lobster pots Mid-Atlantic:  15 
Lobster pots New England: 17 

Crab pots Mid-Atlantic: 28 
Crab pots New England: 83 

 
A note about lobster vs. crab days: Sea days are assigned 

by gear type, based on VTRs. Most of the lobster fleet re-

ports gear as ‘lobster pots’ whether targeting lobster, Jo-

nah crab, or both; however a handful of vessels report 

gear as ‘crab pots’ when targeting Jonahs.  The red crab 

fleet records their gear as ‘crab pots’.  This means that the 

large majority of crab pot sea days will be onboard red 

crab vessels, with a lesser amount on Jonah crab trips. 

Related, NMFS continues to work to account for portions 

of the federal lobster fleet that don’t report VTRs (much of 

Area 1) in the SBRM process and better coordinate state 

and federal sea sampling. NMFS has determined that they 

can’t act without official rulemaking, so they have present-

ed a SBRM framework adjustment to the New England and 

Mid-Atlantic Councils.  If the timeline is maintained, rule-

making will happen this winter for changes effective fish-

ing year 2018. The changes won’t alter the number of days 

assigned to the lobster fleet, but will expand the number 

of boats eligible to be selected for observation. 

 REMINDERS 

FY 2017 Scallop Access Areas: The  northern por-
tion of the Closed Area II Access Area will be open 
during the winter, but otherwise closed. The South-
ern portion of Closed Area II and all of Closed 
Area I are closed to scallop fishing. Nantucket 
Lightship Access Area and Elephant Trunk Flex ar-
eas are open to the Limited Access fleet only. Re-
maining Mid-Atlantic Access Areas are open to 
both scallop fleets. 
 
Port Sampling Offices: NMFS has moved their 
port sampling field office in New Bedford to U.S. 
Custom House, 37 North Second St. and in South-
ern New Jersey from Cape May to 1750 Zion Rd, 

Suite 101 Northfield, NJ 

Capital Construction Fund (CCF): NMFS recently 
amended CCF regulations to eliminate minimum 
project costs and annual deposits requirements, 
and the requirement that any vessel acquired with 
CCF funds be reconstructed.  If you are interested 
in learning more about CCF visit:                     
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mb/financial_services/ccf.htm 

Important to many AOLA Associate Members, the Massa-

chusetts Legislature has once again taken up legislation to  

amend lobster processing regulations in the state.  In 

years’ past, such legislation has not made it out of Com-

mittee. 

Currently, the state Senate has included language in a 

budget amendment that would allow licensed wholesal-

ers to process unfroze raw lobsters, as well as allowing 

the sale of previously frozen raw in-shell tails and the im-

portation of unfrozen shell-one lobster parts and tails.  

However, the House’s version of the budget only includes 

funds to study processor changes. 

Further complicating the issue coastwide, regulations vary 

by state. 



 
NEWS briefs 

Energy Extraction Black Sea Bass 

In April, President Trump signed Executive Orders that 

aim to expand offshore drilling in the Atlantic Ocean, 

allow energy exploration in marine sanctuaries, and re-

quire the review process for new marine sanctuaries to 

include an assessment of potential energy resources 

(see page 37 for press coverage).  This is in contrast to 

recent actions by the former Administration and the 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) to ban 

drilling and suspend leasing in the Atlantic. 

Acting on these Executive Orders, proposals that were 

rejected by the Obama Administration are being recon-

sidered. Energy leases could be available no sooner than 

2019, but other activities could start sooner.  For exam-

ple,  NMFS is seeking public comments though July 7th 

related to approving seismic air guns use to locate gas 

and oil formations. While, the New Jersey Congressional 

delegation has sponsored a bill to ban seismic testing in 

the Atlantic. Further details available in the articles of 

interested on page 37. 

Readers might remember that back in 2014 Congress 

approved a three year extension of the commercial fish-

ing industry’s exemption to certain EPA discharge per-

mitting requirements. That exemption is set to expire 

this December.  

However, a Vessel Incidental Discharge Act has been 

introduced in both Congressional chambers. This act 

would require commercial vessels to apply the best 

available technology to meet discharge standards set by 

the Coast Guard, and would carve out an exemption for 

commercial fishing vessels from the EPA’s National Pol-

lutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) vessel dis-

charge permits.  It is expected that this act will proceed 

through Congress along with the U.S. Coast Guard Reau-

thorization Act of 2017. 

AOLA staff have contacted the Congressional delega-

tions of ME, NH, MA, RI, NY, and NJ to request their sup-

port of a permeant commercial fishing vessel exemption 

(see letter next page). 

Vessel Incidental Discharge 

WHALES:  The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction 

Team met over two days in April.  They reviewed 
new information about whale stock status, recent re-
search, and entanglement rates. At this point, no new 
management is planned, but members are working 
on proposals for future TRT priorities. The team will 

convene via conference call in September. 

As first reported in the February issue of Lobster Tales, Black 

Sea Bass management was in need of a correction to adjust 

to new favorable stock assessment information.  In recent 

years restrictive catch limits have harmed the fishery and 

created bycatch issues. As many of you have noted, sea bass 

are everywhere.  

Since our last reporting, NMFS has acted on the recommen-

dations of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council and 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, announcing in 

May: 

“NOAA Fisheries announces revised 2017 and projected 2018 

catch limits for black sea bass following the recent bench-

mark stock assessment in December 2016. 

Based on the new stock assessment information, we are im-

plementing revisions to the 2017 black sea bass specifications 

that represent a 53-percent increase in the 2017 commercial 

quota, and a 52-percent increase in the 2017 recreational 

harvest limit. 

We are also removing an accountability measure that was 

applied to the 2017 commercial fishery at the beginning of 

the fishing year to account for a previous overage in 2015.  If 

the new stock assessment had been available to set 2015 

specifications, the catch limits would have been set higher 

and overage would not have occurred.  As a result, we have 

determined the accountability measure is no longer neces-

sary and are removing it from these revised 2017 specifica-

tions. 

The projected 2018 specifications are provided for planning 

purposes.  The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council will 

review the projected 2018 catch limits and, should any 

changes be recommended, you will be notified in another 

bulletin in late 2017. “ 



 

Dear Senator, 

I’m writing as representative of the Atlantic Offshore Lob-

stermen’s Association, a trade association of commercial 

lobstermen who hail from ports in Maine, New Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, and New Jersey, to 

ask that you support “S. 168 – 115th Congress: Commercial 

Vessel Incidental Discharge Act.”  This Act serves to set best 

management practices and make permanent a commercial 

fishing vessel exemption that has been in place since the 

original legislation was enacted in 2008. If no action is tak-

en, commercial fishing vessels will need to abide by the 

provisions of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as of 

December 18, 2017. Yet, in what appears to be an arbitrary 

distinction, 13,000,000 recreational vessels will not be sub-

ject to the provisions having been granted a permanent 

exemption by Congress in 2007  

If Congress does not act, Environmental Protection Agency 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

permits will need to be obtained by approximately 80,000 

additional vessels (commercial fishing vessels of all sizes 

and other commercial vessels less than 79 feet) to legally 

discharge effluent, such as deck wash and fish hold water, 

generated during normal vessel operations. Vessel owners 

who don’t obtain permits will be subjected to daily fines.  

While a single permit may not seem overtly onerous, it rep-

resents yet another administrative hoop the domestic fish-

ing fleet will need to jump through simply to do their job, 

further discouraging economic growth in an already strug-

gling small business sector. Further, the NPDES regulations 

define a long list of discharges that are prohibited or must 

be minimized on vessels permitted under the program. 

While admittedly, some of these prohibitions make good 

sense, many others are not practicably and excessively bur-

densome.  

AOLA staunchly supports sustainability in fisheries, but reg-

ulations must be balanced and practical. The proposed Ves-

sel Incident Discharge Act presents such a pragmatic ap-

proach by requiring best practices for limiting discharges in 

lieu of permits and giving the Coast Guard authority to de-

fine these practices for both recreational and commercial 

fishing vessels, ensuring equity.  As a representative of 

small businesses in your state, I urge you to support S. 168 

to help fishermen continue to provide sustainable, domes-

tic seafood for our nation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

J. Grant Moore 

AOLA to Congress - Vessel Incidental Discharge - June 5, 2017 

Variants of the following letter were sent to Senators 

and Representatives in ME, NH, MA, RI, NY and NJ. 

IMAGES FROM THE HABCAM SURVEY OF ALVIN CANYON 



 
Chris Oliver Appointed to Lead 

NOAA Fisheries 

June 21, 2017 

Today, Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross, with concur-

rence from the White House, named Chris Oliver Assistant 

Administrator for NOAA Fisheries. The Texas native as-

sumed his new position on June 19, taking the helm from 

Acting Assistant Administrator Samuel Rauch who will re-

turn to his position as the Deputy Assistant Administrator for 

Regulatory Programs.  

As the agency’s new Assistant Administrator, Oliver will 

oversee the management and conservation of recreational 

and commercial fisheries including some aspects of marine 

aquaculture, the preservation and maintenance of safe 

sources of seafood, and the protection of marine mammals, 

marine protected species, and coastal fisheries habitat with-

in the U.S. exclusive economic zone. He will also manage 

an agency with a strong presence nationally with 4,800 peo-

ple in five regional offices, six science centers, and 24 labs 

and fish stations in 15 states and U.S. territories. 

Oliver most recently served as Executive Director of the 

North Pacific Fishery Management Council, a position he 

held for the past 16 years. He has been with the Council 

since 1990, also serving as a fisheries biologist and then 

deputy director. During his tenure as executive director he 

led the way on several cutting edge management initiatives, 

including development of limited access privilege programs 

and fishery cooperatives and catch share programs, the 

North Pacific’s comprehensive onboard observer program, 

numerous bycatch reduction programs, extensive habitat 

protection measures, commercial and recreational allocation 

programs, and coastal community development programs. 

He was also responsible for all administrative and operation 

 

al aspects of the Council process, and lead staffer for legis-

lative and international issues. 

“I understand how important stakeholder involvement, trans-

parency, and best available science are to making the right 

policy decisions and I plan to ensure those tenets of the 

Magnuson-Stevens Act are applied across the board while I 

am leading the agency,” he said. “I intend to rely heavily 

upon the regional expertise of the eight fishery management 

Councils and the associated NOAA Fisheries Regions and 

Science Centers, and to ensure they have the resources 

necessary to effectively tackle region-specific issues.” 

Through his long-time participation in the Council Coordina-

tion Committee and various international regional fishery 

management organizations, Oliver gained extensive 

knowledge of the national and international fisheries issues 

facing the agency. 

Originally from Rockport, Texas, Oliver was also a Research 

Associate at Texas A&M University from 1987-

1990, working with federal and state agencies on manage-

ment issues associated with Gulf of Mexico shrimp fisheries, 

giving him both personal and professional experience with 

fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. He holds a BBA in Business 

Management and a Master's degree in Fisheries Science, 

both from Texas A&M. Oliver enjoys many outdoor activities 

and is an avid hunter and fisherman. He and his wife Mag-

gie of 34 years have two sons, Christopher and Nicholas. 

“I look forward to leading NOAA Fisheries and working with 

our partners to rebuild U.S. fisheries and conserve and re-

cover protected resources where necessary, promote do-

mestic marine aquaculture production where appropriate, 

maintain our reputation for world-renowned science and 

analysis, and do so while maximizing fishing opportunities 

for the benefit of recreational and commercial fishermen, 

processors, and the coastal communities which depend on 

them for generations to come,” said Oliver. 
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SAFETY  

Coast Guard Certificate of Documentation Services            

Be Aware of Third Party Service Providers  

The U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Documentation 

Center (NVDC), located in Falling Waters, West Virginia, is 

the only entity authorized to issue Certificates of Documen-

tation (CODs), Form CG-1270, valid for a period of one year 

from date of issuance. This document is required for ves-

sels engaged in Commercial trade and is optional for ves-

sels five net tons and over engaged in recreational use/

activities.  

The NVDC is aware that there are commercial entities that 

offer to manage the certification/renewal process on behalf 

of vessel owners for a fee. The Coast Guard does not en-

dorse any of these companies, and the companies do not 

operate on behalf of the Coast Guard in any way. Any fees 

charged beyond the $26 renewal fee, to include other fees 

found in title 46 CFR 67.550, or other agreements offered 

by such companies are in no way associated with the NVDC 

certification process. In addition, these companies are not 

authorized to issue any form of documentation, including 

travel letters and/or permits that authorize operation of 

ANY vessel.  

Persons interested in conducting business directly with 

NVDC should visit the official Coast Guard website at: 

http://www.uscg.mil/nvdc/. NOTE: The only legitimate 

Coast Guard website offering documentation uses a “.mil” 

domain name. Web domains using “.us,” “.com,” “.org” are 

not authorized.  

To obtain official forms, visit the USCG NVDC website or 

contact NVDC at (800) 799-8362 or (304) 271-2400. Phone 

hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Friday; phones are not manned on Thurs-

days. Application packages and documents eligible for filing 

(in .pdf format) can be e-mailed to nvdc.pdf.filing@uscg.mil 

or faxed to (304) 271-2405. COD Renewal requests (Form 

CG-1280) are accepted via vdc-pf-nvdcrenewals@uscg.mil 

with credit card payment of $26.00 via Form CG-7042.  

The following products may be ordered online: Renewals 

(Form CG-1280), Late Renewals (Form CG-1280), Abstract 

of Title (Form CG-7043) and Certified Copy of COD (Form 

CG-7043) requests. From the main page, follow the “Order 

Products Online” link. The Fee Schedule can be found here: 

http://www.uscg.mil/nvdc/instr/fee%20sch.pdf  

Users are encouraged to register to receive notices and 

updates via e-mail by utilizing NVDC’s email subscription 

service. From the main page, follow the "Subscribe to NVDC 

Information" link. Please report any issues to the NVDC 

Webmaster. Customer complaints regarding false service 

providers can be made through the Federal Trade Commis-

sion's (FTC) website at http://www.ftc.gov/.  

USCG MARINE INSPECTION AND COMPLIANCE DIRECTIVE 01-17 

PFD TESTING CONTINUES 

Researchers from the Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety, in conjunction with Fishing Part-

nership Support Services, will be dockside in MA and ME ports the week of July 24th signing up additional 

lobstermen to test and help redesign PFDs.  

The aim of the research is to address barriers to PFD use and develop solution that make safety cost-

effective and easy for Northeast lobstermen.  For questions about the project, contact Julie Sorensen at Ju-

lie.Sorensen@bassett.org or at 607-547-6023 ext.2210.  Unfortunately, they can’t accept volunteers via 

phone or email, because of the random design of the study. 



 

SAFETY  
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Man Overboard Rescue Device 

Developed by Milford Lab Staff 

April 13, NOAA NEFSC 

[Excerpted] Recovering an unresponsive person in the water 

and bringing them aboard a vessel has been a longstanding 

problem in marine safety and training. Until now. A new 

invention from the Northeast Fisheries Science Center's 

Milford Laboratory looks like a practical and effective tool 

for saving lives at sea. 

Robert Alix, captain of the Lab’s 49-foot research ves-

sel Victor Loosanoff, and Werner Schreiner, a former deck 

hand on the boat, developed the Man Overboard Recovery 

device,  (MOB) and a U.S. patent is pending. The rights be-

long to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

tion (NOAA), the parent organization of NOAA Fisheries. 

“We thought it would be useful and could save lives, espe-

cially on small boats that usually have a small crew,” said 

Alix, who came up with the idea with Werner about five 

years ago during safety training in local waters.  “It is hard 

enough to get a person who is conscious and cooperative 

into a boat with high freeboard, but much harder if the per-

son is unconscious and cannot help in their own rescue.” 

The device allows a single rescuer to attach a lifting sling to 

a person in the water without the need for a second rescu-

er to enter the water and without help from the victim, 

who may be unresponsive. A lifting sling, constructed of 

nylon webbing similar to automotive seat belt material, and 

a section of rope are attached to a wishbone-shaped ‘Y” at 

the end of a long handle. 

During a rescue, the sling is attached to the victim and de-

tached from the ‘Y’ and handle. The rope is then attached 

to a lifting device on the rescue vessel, such as a block and 

tackle, to hoist the victim onto the vessel. The wishbone 

shape of the ‘Y’ allows the rescuer to attach the lifting sling 

to a victim who is floating horizontally or vertically. 

The original prototype, a fiberglass pole and a bent stain-

less tubing ‘Y’, led to a second version constructed entirely 

of fiberglass tubing. It more closely resembles the drawings 

in the patent application, which allows for some modifica-

tion of the device, including the ability of the handle to be 

telescoping and the ‘Y’ to fold. The device could be stored 

in a bag or case, with lifting sling and rope fully rigged, 

ready for use. The rescuer would simply remove the device 

from the case, unfold and telescope the unit, and proceed 

to perform a rescue. 

"Bob Alix approached me when I was conducting training at 

the Millford Lab.  He showed me the MOB device and how 

useful it could be in a limited crew situation,” said Derek 

Parks, technology transfer program manager for NOAA.  “I 

thought the idea sounded very interesting, so I did some 

research and found there could be an opportunity for a U.S. 

patent on the device. Regardless of the outcome of the pa-

tent application, we would love to see this device manufac-

tured and used as broadly as possible in the future. It 

would be a great legacy for Bob and another contribution 

from NOAA towards saving lives." 

Alix believes the market for this device would be vessels 

from about 25 feet to 75 feet long with relatively high free-

board (the distance from the waterline to the upper edge 

of the side of the boat) and no dedicated rescue craft such 

as a rigid hull inflatable boat. These vessels typically have 

freeboard that is too high to grab and pull a victim up and 

out of the water by hand. The device might also appeal to 

search and rescue teams, to vessels that carry passengers 

for hire, commercial fishing vessels, and to some larger rec-

reational vessels. 

“We feel that this device works in situations where current-

ly available devices do not," Alix said. "A vessel equipped 

with one of our MOB devices, along with an existing rescue 

device such as a buoyant horse collar, would be able to 

safely recover both an active victim and a completely unre-

sponsive or deceased victim without the need for a rescuer 

to enter the water.” 

“If it saves even one life, all the time and effort to get it out 

there will be well worth it,” Alix said. Lt. Erick Estela Gomez 

of the NOAA Corps will be taking over for Alix as captain of 

the Loosanoff in June. 
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Council Postpones Coral Ac-
tion for Continental Slope/

Canyons Pending Analysis of New Alterna-
tive; Takes Steps for GOM | June 22, NEFMC 

The New England Fishery Management Council today 

adopted coral protection zones for the Gulf of Maine as part 

of its Omnibus Deep-Sea Coral Amendment. However, it 

postponed action for the Continental Slope south of 

Georges Bank in order to further develop an additional al-

ternative. The Council’s Plan Development Team (PDT) will 

work with the Habitat Advisory Panel to further refine this 

new alternative. The Council’s Habitat Committee then will 

review the results and develop a recommendation for the 

full Council to consider. The timing of final action is uncer-

tain.  

Gulf of Maine 

For the Gulf of Maine, the Council approved the following 

measures: 

Outer Schoodic Ridge – The Council adopted a discrete 

coral protection zone for this area where bottom-tending 

mobile gear (trawls and dredges) will be prohibited. Other 

types of fishing gear will be allowed, including lobster traps/

pots. 

Mt. Desert Rock – The Council adopted a discrete coral 

protection zone for this area as well where bottom-tending 

mobile gear will be prohibited but other gears, including 

lobster traps/pots, will be allowed. 

Jordan Basin DHRA – The Council designated a Dedicated 

Habitat Research Area in Jordan Basin on/around the 114 

fathom bump site, which encompasses roughly 40 square 

miles. This designation is meant to focus attention on the 

coral habitats at this site. The Council believes additional 

research on corals and fishing gear impacts should be di-

rected here. No fishing restrictions are proposed at this 

time. 

Jordan Basin and Lindenkohl Knoll – The Council did not 

adopt any coral protection zones for either of these offshore 

Gulf of Maine areas or support any new fishing restrictions 

there. 

Framework Items, Research Activities 

The Council included a list of items that could be modified 

in the Omnibus Deep-Sea Coral Amendment through 

framework adjustments rather than through additional 

amendments. These include: (1) adding, revising, or remov-

ing coral protection zones; (2) changing fishing restrictions; 

and (3) adopting or changing special fishery programs. 

The Council also agreed that anyone conducting research 

activities in coral zones would be required to obtain a letter 

of acknowledgement of these activities from the National 

Marine Fisheries Service’s Greater Atlantic Regional Fish-

eries Office. 

Continental Slope and Canyons Region 

During its April meeting, the Council considered six options 

for the Continental Slope/canyons region, which is south of 

Georges Bank, and selected Alternative 6 as its preferred 

option. This alternative calls for a broad coral protection 

zone boundary of 600 meters minimum depth, equivalent to 

roughly 325 fathoms. The use of all bottom-tending gear 

would be prohibited within the zone, but a pot gear exemp-

tion for the deep-sea red crab fishery was included. This is 

the only fishery using bottom-tending gear known to take 

place deeper than 600 meters. 

During the May public hearings on the coral amendment, a 

coalition of environmental groups put forward a new broad 

zone alternative, which the Council’s Habitat Committee 

agreed to have analyzed. 

At today’s meeting in Portland, ME, the Council reviewed 

this analysis for what was being called Alternative 7. The 

alternative reflects both fishing effort and coral data at 

depths ranging from 300 to 550 meters and was developed 

to freeze the footprint of bottom tending mobile gears. 

The Council voted to consider combining Alternatives 6 and 

7 and will review the analyses at a future meeting. Consid-

eration of the additional alternative means final action on 

this portion of the Coral Amendment is delayed to later this 

year. 
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C.P. Brodeur, Inc. 
 

 

Marine Engine Repair 
 

 

 

80 Wright Street New Bedford, MA 02740 

Tel: 508-993-0334 | Fax: 508-990-3671 

Marine Safety Consultants, Inc. 

26 Water Street P.O. Box 615 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 

(508) 996-4110 

• Hull, machinery and cargo surveying 

• Maritime consulting and training 

• P & I claims management, including personal injury and oil spills 

• Basic Safety Training and Drill Conductor Courses 

“Safety Is Our Middle Name” 
TAUNTON OFFICE 

128 Dean Street, 
Front, 1st Floor 
Taunton, MA 
02780-2762 

508-884-5055 

MAINE/NH OFFICE 
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Suite 403 
Portland, ME 
04101-4660 

207-775-7933 



 

Buzzards Bay     P: 508-759-8822    Fax: 508-759-8878 

Narragansett, RI     P: 401-782-3500    Fax: 401-782-3577 

Specializing in the buying and selling of top quality      

hard shell lobsters since 1995. 
  

We buy top quality lobsters from      

offshore lobster boats.   

  

To become a supplier contact:                                         

John Bump General Manger, Buzzards Bay Division 

  

Sales: Philip Don  Owner: Kevin B. Bates 

25 Perry Ave Buzzards  Bay, MA 02532 | 270 Great Island Rd. Narragansett, RI 02882 
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What have we been reading? 
To Read: click on the links or search online using the article title  

 

Monuments & Sanctuaries 

 A canyon-sized power struggle is developing 100 miles off NJ’s Coast, NJ.com, May 7 

 Interior secretary visits Mass to review marine monument, Boston Globe, June 17 

 Concerns aired about marine monument, Cape Cod Times, June 17 

Legislative/Administrative (monuments, drilling, and budget) 

 Seafood groups praise Trump’s “Buy American” executive order, Seafood Source, Apr. 24 

 Trump orders review of national monuments..., The Washington Post, Apr. 26 

 Trump signs executive order to expand drilling off America’s coasts…, The Washington Post, Apr. 28 

 Booker, Menendez introduce bill to ban seismic testing in Atlantic, Cape May Herald, May 27 

 Trump admin proposes seismic surveys for Atlantic drilling, The Washington Post, June 5 

 Senate Commerce Committee advances fishing, maritime commerce bills, Saving Seafood, May 19 

 Trump budget slashes billions in federal fishery funds, National Fisherman, May 30 

Lobster & Bait Fisheries 

 NOAA Warns of continuing species shifts due to warming oceans, The Fishing Wire, May 19 

 What did your lobster eat before you ate your lobster? And why should you care?, Centralmaine.com, May 21 

 Scandinavian biologists see threat in crossbreeding by American, European lobsters, Portland Press Herald, June 6 

 A mystery is born: Where are all the baby lobsters?, Portland Press Herald, June 11 

 New England’s lobsters could face ‘smashing’ new predators, WCAI, June 12 

Lobster Market 

 Canada-European Union pact worries US lobster industry, SouthCoast Todady, May 18 

 Maine is drowning in lobsters..,  Bloomberg View, May 18 

 National Fisheries Institute urges cut in U.S. tariffs to boost exports, SeafoodSource, May 22 

Whales 

 Scientists eye new tools for whale safety, Cape Cod Times, Apr. 9 

 Mass die-off of whales in Atlantic is being investigated, The NY Times, Apr. 27 

 Boats may be hitting whales in Gulf of Maine more often, study suggests, Portland Press Herald, Apr. 23 

 The mystery of off-the-grid whale moms, The Atlantic, May 12 

Other 

 State’s fishing fleet confronts an opioid problem, Boston Globe, Apr. 17 

 NL research show LED lights draw crab to the pot, The Telegram, May 27 

http://www.nj.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2017/05/hudson_canyon_sanctuary_proposal_at_center_of_cont.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/06/16/interior-secretary-visits-mass-review-marine-monument/7uvirr690diefQdbYVL9bO/story.html
http://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20170617/concerns-aired-about-marine-monument
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/supply-trade/seafood-groups-praise-trump-s--buy-american--executive-order?utm_source=informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=newsletter
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/04/25/zinke-to-review-large-national-monuments-created-since-1996-to-make-sure-the-people-have-a-voice/?utm_term=.6b3771971ea6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/04/28/trump-signs-executive-order-to-expand-offshore-drilling-and-analyze-marine-sanctuaries-oil-and-gas-potential/?tid=sm_tw&utm_term=.da135691aa04
http://www.capemaycountyherald.com/news/environment/article_d703abc2-42a4-11e7-a071-cb27d8a86b2f.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-admin-proposes-seismic-surveys-for-atlantic-drilling/2017/06/05/6200b0c0-4a0d-11e7-987c-42ab5745db2e_story.html?utm_term=.fb92aac5c0f2
http://www.savingseafood.org/news/washington/senate-commerce-committee-advances-fishing-maritime-commerce-bills/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+SavingSeafoodRss+%28Saving+Seafood%29
https://www.nationalfisherman.com/national-international/trump-budget-slashes-billions-federal-fishery-funds/?utm_source=informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=newsletter
http://www.thefishingwire.com/story/404120?utm_content=bufferfb785&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.centralmaine.com/2017/05/21/what-did-your-lobster-eat-before-you-ate-your-lobster-and-why-should-you-care/
http://www.pressherald.com/2017/06/06/scandinavian-biologists-see-threat-in-crossbreeding-by-american-european-lobsters/
http://www.pressherald.com/2017/06/11/a-mystery-is-born-where-are-all-the-baby-lobsters/
http://capeandislands.org/post/new-englands-lobsters-could-face-smashing-new-predators#stream/0
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20170518/canada-european-union-pact-worries-us-lobster-industry
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-05-18/maine-is-drowning-in-lobsters
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/supply-trade/nfi-urges-cut-in-us-tariffs-to-boost-exports
http://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20170409/scientists-eye-new-tools-for-whale-safety
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/27/climate/whales-atlantic-mass-dieoff-noaa.html
http://www.pressherald.com/2017/04/23/vessels-might-be-striking-whales-at-a-higher-rate/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/05/whale-moms/526494/?utm_source=atlfb
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/04/17/state-fishing-fleet-confronts-opioid-problem/X41GzDtelTMoOoHm4FVe8L/story.html
http://www.thetelegram.com/news/local/2017/5/27/nl-research-shows-led-lights-draw-crab-to-the-pot.html


 

 

(508)994-2961  - (508) 994-8384  -  (508) 999-4297 

Fax: (508) 993-4108  Email: nbss.nbship@verizon.net 

NEW BEDFORD 
SHIP SUPPLY CO. 

108 Front St 
New Bedford, MA 02740 

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00-4:30  -  Sat: 7:00—11:30 
Harriet Didriksen, Pres.  Cell: (508) 509-7208 

 

TEL:  508-997-3307 
FAX: 508-997-6071 

FAIRHAVEN 

HARDWARE 

Help Is Just Around The Corner. 

23 POPES ISLAND 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740 

 

RESTAURANT & BAR, RETAIL MARKET, WHOLESALE 

20 Freezer Road Sandwich, MA 02563 | 508-591-0088  

54 WRIGHT ST., NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740 
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Call today or visit us online @ www.pinehillequipment.com  508-636-5971 

 

 

 

Dockside delivery 6 days a week from our Narragansett branch office, 

NORM’s Fuel Company.  Star 1 offers superior cleaning power, stabil-

ity enhancement, corrosion protection and more! 



 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

• 400 Metric Ton Marine Travelift 

• Sandblasting 

• Mechanical Repairs 

• Electrical Repair 

• Spray Painting 

• Machining 

• Fabrication 

• Welding 

• Pipe Fitting 

• Mobile Crew 

• Rigging 

Sims Metal Management's Providence, Rhode Island, facility is committed to            

performing the highest quality marine repair and service with the quickest possible 

turnaround, because each day your vessel is out of the water means lost revenues      

to you. Our facilities, equipment and staff are prepared to handle your vessel's         

needs with efficiency on a moment’s notice. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER SPONSORS  
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THESE COMPANIES WHICH GRACIOUSLY SUPPORT AOLA. 

COMPANY LOCATION PHONE 

Anacko Cordage Narragansett, RI 401-792-3936 

Athearn Marine Agency Fairhaven, MA 508-999-4505 

Barrel Head Bait/Channel Fish East Boston, MA 857-200-2129 

Boston Wholesale Lobster Lynn, MA 781-592-2000 

Brooks Trap Mill Thomaston, ME 800-426-4526 

C & P Bait New Bedford, MA 508-951-9818 

Canal Fuel Sagamore, MA 508-888-1469 

Cape Ann Mechanical Services Essex, MA 978-768-6055 

Chris Electronics New Bedford, MA 508-994-8257 

CP Brodeur New Bedford, MA 508-993-0334 

East Coast Seafood Topsfield, MA 978-561-3828 

Fairhaven Shipyard Companies Fairhaven, MA 508-999-1650 

Fairhaven True Value Hardware New Bedford, MA 508-997-3307 

Farm Credit East Multiple regional locations 860-741-4380 

Fisher Air Fasteners Pembroke, MA 781-826-2522 

Fishermen’s View Seafood  Sandwich, MA 508-591-0088 

Friendship Trap Friendship, ME 800-451-1200 

Guard Oil Fairhaven, MA 508-992-3030 

Harbor Hydraulics Fairhaven, MA 508-991-2433 

Hercules SLR U.S. New Bedford, MA 508-993-0010 

Industrial Marine Marketing Wakefield, RI 401-782-4412 

Ketcham Traps New Bedford, MA 508-997-4787 

Liberty Lobster New Bedford, MA 508-997-4500 

Life Raft + Survival Equipment Tiverton, RI 800-451-2127 

Marine Safety Consultants Multiple regional locations 508-996-4110 

Maine-ly Fish Prints Kittery, ME 603-851-0918 

New Bedford Ship Supply New Bedford,  MA 508-994-2961 

New England Crab Boston, MA 617-464-1999 

New England Marine & Industrial Portsmouth, NH 603-436-2836 

OceanMedix Wilson, WY 866-788-2642 

Ocean State Lobster Narragansett, RI 401-782-3500 

Pine Hill Equipment Westport, MA 508-636-5971 

Polysteel Atlantic  (East Coast Rope) Edwardsville, NS, Canada 902-562-8892 

R.A. Mitchell New Bedford, MA 800-990-5685 

Rhode Island Engine, Co. Narragansett, RI 401-789-1021 

Riverdale Mills Corp. Northbridge, MA 800-762-6374 

Sanoco Inc. (Santoro Oil) Providence, RI 401-942-5000 

Sims Metal Providence, RI 401-467-3730 

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance New Bedford, MA 508-993-7411 

SurfaceWorx West Bridgewater, MA 508-587-8877 

T & K Marine Electronics New Bedford, MA 508-961-2480 

http://www.anackocordage.com/
http://athearnmarine.com/
http://www.channelfishco.com/
http://www.bostonwholesalelobster.com/about.html
http://www.brookstrapmill.com/
http://www.canalfuel.com/
http://www.chriselectronics.net/
http://www.eastcoastseafood.com/
http://www.fairhavenshipyard.com/
http://ww3.truevalue.com/fairhaven/Home.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/
http://fisherairfasteners.com/
http://fishermensview.com/#fishermens-view-home-1
http://www.friendshiptrap.com/
http://www.guardoil.net/
http://www.harborhydraulics.com
http://hercules-slr-us.com/
http://www.lobstering.com/
http://www.libertylobster.com/home
http://lrse.com/
http://marinesafetyconsultants.com/
http://maine-lyfishprints.com/
https://www.facebook.com/New-England-Crab-Company-766032660134832/
http://newenglandmarine.com/
http://www.oceanmedix.com/
http://www.oceanstatelobster.net/
http://www.pinehillequipment.com/
http://www.polysteel.ca/index2.php
http://ramitchell.com/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.riengine.com/&usd=2&usg=ALhdy29hv2hsq4EsfN0-25socusjsQod9g
http://www.riverdale.com/
http://www.santorooil.com/pages/cfHome.cfm
http://www.simsmm.com/Local-Solutions/North-America/Rhode-Island/Providence-Export
http://www.smithwick-ins.com/
http://www.surfaceworx.com/
http://www.tkmarineelectronics.com/
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